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The Romantic Period inEnglish Literature
The Romantic Age mowks o revolt against Neoclassicism. Discunss:

The Romantic Erow covutitutes av significant epoch inv Englishv
literature. The movement commenced inv 1798 withvthe release of
Lyrical Ballads by Williawm Wordswortivand S. T. Coleridge;
concluding in 1837. This erav was v response to-the Neoclassical
Age and the Industriod Revolution. Romantic authors priovitized
passion creativity, nature; and personal Liberty.

The Romantic Eraw in English Literatuwre signifies a notable
transition i literowy history, embodying o depowture from the
rattonalism, ovder, and restraint of the Neoclaussical Age towards
emotion, imagination; and personal experience. Romanticism,
conwentionally dated from 1798 with the publicatiow of Lyrical
Ballads by Williouwn Wordswortivand Sawmuel Tavylor Coleridge to-
1837, the onset of the Victorian Age; arose as a literawy and
cultural reaction to-the Industrial Revolution, the Frenchv
Revolution, and the increasing prevalence of scientific
rattonality. It redivected the emphasis from regudations and logic
to- sentiment, creativity, and the natural world. Romantic
authors rendered literature move intimate; passionate, and
emotive. Romantic authorsy aimed to- recovustitute the functiow of
literature by highlighting personal experience, emotional fervor,
and the travnscendent significance of nature:

Historical and Intellectual Context

The Romantic Movement emerged during a time of significant
political and social upheawval. The French Revolutiov (1789)
inittally motivated Romantic poety by ity principles of Liberty,
equality, and fraternity. Nevertheless, the subsequent bloodshed of
the Revolution engendered disappointment, prompting nuumerous
poety to- introspectively explore personal and imaginative realims.
The Induwstrial Revolution concurrently changed England into-av
evwironumentol deterioration, and the estrangement of huumanity
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from nature: Romantic authors vehemently opposed the
machinery of existence; championing o resuwgence of natuwral
simplicity and emotional genuineness.

Romanticismy from av philosophical standpoink, repudiated the
Enlightenment’s focus o reasovw and empivicism, priovitiging
mtuition, imagination, and emotion ay legitimate avenures for
comprehending reality.

Principal Attributes of Romantic Literature

1. Focus o Creativity

Imaginatiow isy the pivotal faculty inv Romantic writing. Inv
contrast to-the Neoclassical perspective that perceives imagination
as ornaumental, Romantic poety considered it av constructive and
travsformational force. Coleridge specifically differentiated
crucial for awtistic production.

2. Emotionw and Subjectivity

Romankic literature priovitizes emotion over logic. Poetry serves
as v manifestation of the poet’s internal emotional existence.
Wordsworthvfoumously characteriged poetry as the “spontaneous

overflow of powerful feelings;,” emphasizing the significance of
emotional authenticity.

3. Natwre as v Vitad Entity

Natwre holds av key role in Romantic ideology. It serves not just as
a backdrop but also-as o moral, spiritual; and emotional
compass. For Wordsworth, nature instructy and sustaing the
hwmauwv spirit, whereas for Shelley, it represents transformative
force and upheaval.

4. Individuadism

Romanticism venerates the individual and personal experience:
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The poet has transcended traditional craftsmoanship to-become av
distinctive visionary voice. This emphasis on uniqueness resudty inv
the emergence of atypical heroes, exemplified by Byrowsy defiant
and solitowy chawacters.

5. Insurrection Against Tradition and Authority

Romantic authory repudiated classical covwentions about
structure;, language; and themes. They confronted political

oppression, social injustice; and religiows orthodovy, frequently
articulating radical or revolutionary concepts.

6. Fascination with the Supernatuwral and Historical Eventy

Nuwmerous Romantic poety exhibited avv intrigue with the
medieval past, folklore, mythology, and supernatwral
phenomena, signifying a need to-transcend moderw reality and
delve into- mystery and imaginatiow.

Prominent Romantic Poety and Their Contributions
Williovm Wovdsworthv

Wordsworthv is considered the principal awchitect of English
Romankicism. His poetry emphasizes commonplace individuals,
agrowiowv existence, and the transcendent force of nature: Inv
works like Tintern Abbey and Ode: Intimations of Immorvtality, he
exaumines memory, childhood, and nature s ethical impact. His
poetic theory, awticudated in the Preface to-Lyrical Ballads;
underscores linguistic simplicity and emotional veracity.

Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Coleridge embodies the supernatuwral and intellectual aspects of
Romankicism. His writings, like The Rime of the Ancient Maviner
and Kubla Khan, amalgamate imagination, symbolism, and
psychological profundity. As av critic, his Biographiov Litevowiov is ov
seminal work of literawy criticism invthe Englishy language.
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Lord Byrow

Byrow developed av novel awchetype of the Romantic hero—
awvogont, defiont, and estranged frow society. His poetiy
embodies political liberalism, personal fervor, and humor. Childe
Havold's Pilgrimage and Dow Juanw lustrate the heroic and
souwcastic dimensions of Romaunticism.

Percy Bysshe Shelley

Shelley was the most utopiownv and trawusformative of the Romantic
poets. His poetry awticulates o profound dedication to-liberty,
affection, and societald travsformation. In "Ode to-the West Wind,"
Shelley employs nature as o symbol of renewal and trawnsformative
upheoval.

Johw Keaty

Keaty embodies the aesthetic aspect of Romanticism. His poetry is
mawked by evocative imagery, intricate symbolism, and a
profound preoccupation with beauty and oawt. In his renowned
odes;, including Ode to-a Nightingale and Ode on av Grecian Urn,
Keaty examines the conflict between transience and permanence:

Romantic Literatwre and Analysis

The Romantic Eraw also-yielded notable prose authors and critics.
Charles Lamb; Williaom Hazglitt, and Thomas De Quincey produced

pieces chawacteriged by personal introspection; psychological
acuwmeny, and, stylistic sophistication. Romantic criticism

priovitiged imagination, inwentiveness, and ovganic form over
strict v tong.

Importance of the Romantic Period

The Romantic Era radically altered English literature. It
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broadened the parameters of poetry, offered novel themes and
structures; and reinterpreted the functionw of the poet.
Romanticism established the groundwork for contemporary
literawy movements by priovitizing individual expression
emotional profundity, and owtistic antonomy

The Romantic Erav inv Englishv Literature signifies ov significant
travsformation ivv literary sensibility. By dismissing reasovw and
embracing imagination, emotion, and nature,; Romantic poety
redefined the objectives and potential of literature. Their
contributions persist in shaping contemporary philosophy by
emphasizing the significance of personal experience and owtistic
Liberty invavprogressively mechanical society. The Romantic Erov
inspired av significant transformation in English literature: It
redivected the emphasis from regudations and logic to- sentiment,
creakivity, and the natural world. Romoantic authors rendereds
literature move intimate;, passionate, and emotive.



